Acute Respiratory Syndrome our break in USA in June 2019. 


1. Respiratory outbreak (June, 2019) 


June 30, 2019 

The Fort Detrick horror: a closer look at the US’ largest biochemical weapons 
research center [May 29, 2020] 

A respiratory illness was reported on June 30 at a community one hour's drive away. 
The Greenspring Retirement Community in Fairfax County, Virginia, had had 63 infected 
cases of the disease and three deaths by July 15, said local health authorities. 

https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1189967.shtml 


July 11, 2019 

Three Dead, Others Hospitalized In Virus Outbreak At Fairfax Retirement Community. - 
Letese’ Clark, News Producer and Editor, Jacob Fenston, Reporter, Environment 

https://wamu.org/story/19/07/1 1/two-dead-others-hospitalized-in-virus-outbreak-at- 
fairfax-county-retirement-community/ 


July 12, 2019 

‘Respiratory outbreak’ being investigated at retirement community after 54 residents 
fall ill, ByEnjoli Francis 

https://abcnews.go.com/US/respiratory-outbreak-investigated-retirement-community-54- 
residents-fall/story?id=64275865 


July 12, 2019 

Respiratory illness outbreak at retirement home kills 2 and sickens dozens more. 
- By Darran Simon and Rebekah Riess, CNN 

https://edition.cnn.com/2019/07/1 1/us/virginia-retirement-community-respiratory-illness- 
outbreak/index.html 


July 15, 2019, 

Fairfax County Health Department continues to investigate an outbreak of 
respiratory illness at Greenspring, a long-term care facility with assisted living and 
skilled nursing care, in Springfield, Va. Over the last 14 days, a total of 60 individuals out 
of the 263 residents in this facility have become ill with symptoms ranging from upper 
respiratory symptoms (cough) to pneumonia. Of the ill individuals, 23 have been 
hospitalized. 


July 17, 2019 

Cause of Respiratory Illness Still Unknown After Dozens Sickened at Virginia 
Retirement Community. The outbreak was reported in the assisted living and skilled 
nursing areas of the community, where about 263 people live. - By Carissa DiMargo and 
Julie Carey 

https:/Awww.nbcwashington.com/news/local/health-officials-to-give-update-after- 
respiratory-illness-sickens-dozens-at-virginia-retirement-community/135890/ 


July 17, 2019 

Third person has died after respiratory illness outbreak at Greenspring Village, 
Fairfax, officials say. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/201 9/07/1 7/third-person-has-died-after- 
respiratory-illness-outbreak-greenspring-village-fairfax-officials-say/ 
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July 17, 2019, 

3 dead, dozens — including employees — sick as respiratory illness spreads through 
Springfield assisted living facility. - Jennifer Ortiz | jortiz@wtop.com 

https://wtop.com/fairfax-county/2019/07/3-dead-dozens-including-employees-sick-as- 
respiratory-illness-spreads-through-springfield-assisted-living-facility/ 


July 18, 2019 

Mystery grows as 3rd resident dies from still-unidentified respiratory illness. — by 
Kimberly Marselas 

https:/Awww.mcknights.com/news/mystery-grows-as-3rd-resident-dies-from-still- 
unidentified-respiratory-illness/ 


July 19, 2019 

Outbreak Investigation at Assisted Living Facility in Springfield. 

https://www. fairfaxcounty.gov/health/outbreak-investigation-assisted-living-facility- 
springfield 

Update: July 26, 2019 

The outbreak of respiratory illness in Greenspring has concluded, as there have been 
no additional cases reported since July 15. A total of 63 residents became ill within the 
assisted living and skilled nursing areas (Garden Ridge) during the outbreak. Several 
residents in the independent living sections of Greenspring became ill but the number who 
were sick was similar to what is expected at this time of year and there was no evidence of 
an outbreak affecting independent living. Despite extensive testing of multiple specimens, 
no specific pathogen was identified as the cause of the outbreak. The facility will initiate a 
gradual return to normal operations. 


July 19, 2019 

Va. health officials warn of increased respiratory illnesses; Greenspring says no 
new cases. - Will Vitka | wvitka@wtop.com 

https://Awtop.com/virginia/201 9/07/va-health-officials-warn-of-increased-respiratory- 
illnesses-greenspring-says-no-new-cases/ 


2. Fort Detrick laboratory shut down (Jul-Aug 2019) 


Contracts For July 1, 2019 

https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Contracts/Contract/Article/1893327/ 

Henry M. Jackson Foundation for the Advancement of Military, Bethesda, Maryland, 
was awarded an $8,168,074 modification (PO0005) to contract W81XWH-18-C-0337 to 
provide diagnostic and clinical research support. Work will be performed in Silver Spring, 
Maryland, with an estimated completion date of June 30, 2023. Fiscal 2019 Defense 
Health Program funds in the amount of $6,834,794 were obligated at the time of the 
award. U.S. Army Medical Research Acquisition Activity, Fort Detrick, Maryland, is the 
contracting activity. 


12-15 July, 2019 

The CDC inspected USAMRIID in June, as part of standard regulations that include 
scheduled and unscheduled visits, according to previous News-Post reporting. 

The CDC sent a letter of concern on July 12, followed by a cease and desist letter July 15. 

https://www.fredericknewspost.com/news/politics_and_government/military/cdc- 
inspection-findings-reveal-more-about-usamriid-research-suspension/article_6d1d316e- 
4989-5307-924c-8608c25ef6f7.html 


July 1, 2019 
U.S. Army Medical Research & Development Command; USAMRDC and Fort Detrick 
are proud to be a part of Frederick's Fourth (Video) 


July 15, 2019 

An Order the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued to the U.S. 
Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases (USAMRIID) on July 15, 2019. 

https://trone.house.gov/2019/08/14/trone-cardin-van-hollen-press-army-answers- 
shutdown-frederick-research-lab-lack/ 


July 15, 2019 

Army germ research lab in Md. that was working on Ebola treatment is shut down 
by CDC. - by Diana DiGangi/ABC7Sunday, 

https://wjla.com/news/local/army-germ-research-lab-in-frederick-was-shut-down-by-cdc 

The U.S. Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases received a cease and 
desist order from the CDC on July 15. Maryland lawmakers are now asking why Congress 
wasn't notified of this order. - August 18th 2019 


Aug 2, 2019: 
Fort Detrick lab shut down after failed safety inspection; all research halted 
indefinitely. - By Heather Mongilio hmongilio@newspost.com Aug 2, 2019 


Aug 2, 2019: 

Fort Detrick lab shut down after failed safety inspection; all research halted 
indefinitely. — by Mongilio H. - The Frederick News-Post, 2019, Aug 2: 
https://www.fredericknewspost.com/news/health/fort-detrick-labshut-down-after-failed- 
safety-inspection-all/article_767f3459-59c2-51 Of-9067-bb215db4396d.html: 


Aug 5, 2019: 

Deadly Germ Research is Shut Down at Army Lab Over Safety Concerns. — by 
Grady D. - The New York Times: https:/Awww.nytimes.com/2019/08/05/health/germs-fort- 
detrickbiohazard.html; 


Aug 6, 2019: 

CDC Shuts Down Army Lab’s Disease Research. — by Williams S. - The Scientist. 
2019, Aug 6: https:/Awww.the-scientist.com/news-opinion/cdc-shuts-down-army-labs- 
disease-research-66235 


Aug 6, 2019: 

Cohen J. Top U.S. biodefense lab pauses work after safety lapses. - Science, 2019, 
Aug 6: https:/Awww.sciencemag.org/news/2019/08/top-us-biodefense-lab-pauses-work- 
after-safety-lapses 


August 14, 2019 

Trone, Cardin, Van Hollen, Press Army for Answers on Shutdown at Frederick 
Research Lab, Lack of Notification. 

https://trone.house.gov/2019/08/14/trone-cardin-van-hollen-press-army-answers- 
shutdown-frederick-research-lab-lack/ 

Dear Acting Secretary McCarthy: 


July 15, 2019 

We write to express our great concern regarding the cease and desist order the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued to the U.S. Army Medical Research 
Institute of Infectious Diseases (USAMRIID) on July 15, 2019. Furthermore, we are 
concerned that the Army did not formally inform the Members of Congress who represent 
this vital institution, when it first occurred. 

We are requesting the following detailed information about the USAMRIID situation: 

What specific deficiencies led to the CDC shutting down USAMRRIID’s operations, and 
how long has USARMIID been aware of those deficiencies? 

Why didn’t the Army formally notify Maryland’s federal delegation when CDC issued the 
cease and desist order on July 15? Why did the Army delay the notification of other local 
government officials? 

What is the impact to the occupational health safety and employment status of federal 
civilian and contract employees? 

How does this situation impact USAMRIID’s ability to meet its operational requirements, 
budget plan and funding, and support for national security efforts? 

What specific steps is the Army taking to correct the deficiencies identified by the CDC 
and mitigate any risks to personnel, infrastructure, and the surrounding community? 

What is the Army’s plan and timeline to bring USAMRIDD into full compliance with 
federal requirements and return to full operational capability? 

We understand and appreciate that Brigadier General Mike Talley, Commanding 
General for Medical Research and Development Command, Fort Detrick, is available for a 
future meeting with the Maryland Delegation. We would appreciate the Army providing an 
official written response to the questions outlined above prior to that meeting. 

Thank you for your prompt attention and response to this matter. 


Aug 18, 2019 

Army germ research lab in Md. that was working on Ebola treatment is shut down 
by CDC. - by Diana DiGangi/ABC7Sunday, 

https://wjla.com/news/local/army-germ-research-lab-in-frederick-was-shut-down-by-cdc 


Nov 23, 2019 

CDC inspection findings reveal more about USAMRIID research suspension. - By 
Heather Mongilio hmongilio@newspost.com 

https://www.fredericknewspost.com/news/politics_and_government/military/cdc- 
inspection-findings-reveal-more-about-usamriid-research-suspension/article_6d1d316e- 
4989-5307-924c-8608c25ef6f7.html 

The Army’s premier biological laboratory on Fort Detrick reported two breaches of 
containment earlier this year, leading to the Centers for Disease and Control halting its 
high-level research. 


Document - https://Awww.fredericknewspost.com/cdc-inspection-findings/pdf_88f15941- 
32e8-58bf-b8 1b-7feac7f3b435.html 


March 15, 2020 

US urged to explain military lab shutdown. - By Leng Shumei Source:Global Times 
Published: 2020/3/15 

https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1182694.shtml 


May 29, 2020 

The Fort Detrick horror: a closer look at the US’ largest biochemical weapons 
research center. - By Huang Lanlan and Li Lei Source:Global Times Published: 2020/5/29 

https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1189967.shtml 
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3. [Aug-Sep] - Cases of unusual pulmonary disease (‘linked to vaping’). 


National emergency department data and active case reporting from state health 
departments around the country show a sharp rise in symptoms or cases of EVALI in June 
2019, a peak in September 2019, and a gradual, but persistent decline since then." 

Currently (2019, Sep 6) all possible and confirmed cases presented with similar 
symptoms, such as (1) shortness of breath, (2) fatigue, (3) fever and (4) nausea or 
vomiting, and all reported use of (5) e-cigarette products, or vaping, in the 90 days before 
presentation.” 

As of November 5, 2019, there have been 2051 cases of e-cigarette, or vaping, product 
use associated lung injury (EVALI), with 39 deaths reported in the United States, over four 
months. This epidemic of vaping-associated illness appears to be limited to the United 
States with few reported cases and no deaths from the rest of the world.° 

Case patients presented with similar clinical characteristics. Although the definitive 
substance or substances contributing to injury have not been determined, this initial cluster 
of illnesses represents an emerging clinical syndrome or syndromes. Additional work is 
needed to characterize the pathophysiology and to identify the definitive causes.* 


Aug 19: Nearly 200 cases of severe pulmonary disease possibly linked to vaping." 


Aug 19: 

Kelly Heyboer, 9 hospitalized with mystery illness in N.J. after vaping. Here’s what we 
know. — NJ, Aug 19, 2019; https://www.nj.com/news/201 9/08/9-hospitalized-with-mystery- 
illness-in-nj-after-vaping-heres-what-we-know.html 


Aug 21: Edwards E. Cases of vape-related lung damage rise to at least 149; Cases 
have been reported in at least 15 states from coast to coast but mostly in the Midwest.° 


Aug 23: Illinois Resident Experiencing Respiratory Illness After Vaping Dies.’ 

Aug 23: Transcript of August 23, 2019, Telebriefing on Severe Pulmonary Disease 
Associated with Use of E-cigarettes.® 

Aug 27: CDC: Report Possible Vaping-associated Pulmonary Illness.° 


Aug 30: Nedelman M. Cases of lung disease possibly linked to vaping continue to rise. 
This teen was given a ‘second chance’. '° 


! Lung Injuries Associated with Use of Vaping Products: Information for the Public, FDA Actions, and Recommendations. 2020, 
Apr 13: https://www. fda.gov/news-events/public-health-focus/lung-injuries-associated-use-vaping-products 
? Healio Pulmonology, 2019, Sep 6: https://www.healio.com/pulmonology/smoking-and- 
tobacco/news/online/%7Bfb9ba604-3095-42ef-8826-3500fbd0a056% 7 D/cdc-5-deaths-more-than-450-cases-of-pulmonary- 
disease-possibly-linked-to-vaping 

Salzman G.A, Alaawasma M, Asad H. Vaping Associated Lung Injury (EVALI): An Explosive United States 
Epidemic. - Mo Med, 2019, Nov-Dec, 116(6): 492-496. 
3 Layden J.E., Ghinai l, Pray |. et al. Pulmonary Illness Related to E-Cigarette Use in Illinois and Wisconsin - 
Final Report. - N Engl J Med, 2020; Mar 5, 382: 903-916. 

Healio Pulmonology, 2019, Aug 19: https:/Avww.healio.com/pulmonology/smoking-and-tobacco/news/online/%7B4988a183- 
3568-47a2-be37-b455548dc55c%7D/nearly-200-cases-of-severe-pulmonary-disease-possibly-linked-to-vaping 


8 NBC News, 2019, Aug 21: https:/Awww.nbcnews.com/health/vaping/cases-mysterious-vaping-related- 
illnesses-rise-least-127-n1044281 

Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), 2019, Aug 23: http:/Awww.dopnh.illinois.gov/news/illinois-resident- 
experiencing-respiratory-illness-after-vaping-dies 
3 CDC Newsroom. 2019, Aug 23: https:/Awww.cdc.gov/media/releases/20 1 9/t0823-telebriefing-severe- 
pulmonary-disease-e-cigarettes.html 

AAFP, 2019, Aug 27: https:/Awww.aafp.org/news/health-of-the-public/20190827vapingillness.html 


10 CNN Health, 2019, Aug 30: https://edition.cnn.com/2019/08/30/health/vaping-lung-disease-texas- 
teen/index.html 


Sep 6: CDC: 5 deaths, more than 450 cases of pulmonary disease possibly linked to 
vaping. 
Sep 6: Cases of Vaping-Related Lung Illness Surge, Health Officials Say.” 


Sep 9: 

Hannah Knowles, Here's What We Know About The Mysterious Outbreak of Vaping- 
Linked Illnesses and Deaths. — ScienceAlert, Sep 9, 2019 

https://www.sciencealert.com/here-s-what-we-now-know-about-the-vaping-linked-illness 

Health officials, lawmakers and parents have been raising alarms about vaping for a 
couple of years, warning that products touted as healthier alternatives for smokers are 
instead drawing in young people with fun flavors and slick marketing. 


Sep 11: CDC Provides Interim Guidance, Update on Vaping Illness. 1° 


Sep 13: Factbox: What does vaping-related illness look like? 

https:/Awww.reuters.com/article/us-health-vaping-illness-profile-factbox/factbox-what- 
does-vaping-related-illness-look-like-idUSKCN1VX2AG 

CHICAGO (Reuters) - U.S. health officials are investigating reports of 380 confirmed 
and probable cases of serious lung illnesses and at least six deaths linked to use of 
electronic cigarettes or vaping devices in 36 states and the U.S. Virgin Islands. [1.58%] 


Sep 19 

DHSS Announces First Vaping-Associated Death in Missouri - Eighth Nationally. For 
Immediate Release. — Missouri Department, of Health & Senior Services, Sep 19, 2019; 
Media Contact: Lisa Cox 

https://health.mo.gov/news/newsitem/uuid/6aa00c1 e-504f-43a0-ad83- 
7b01390cfe8b/dhss-announces-first-vaping-associated-death-in-missouri-eighth-nationally 


Sep 25: 

Severe Lung Disease among People Who Reported Vaping. - Georgia Department of 
Public Health, Sep 25, 2019. https://dph.georgia.gov/vapinglunginjury 

The Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH) is investigating cases of severe lung 
disease among people who all reported recent vaping. DPH is collaborating with the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and other state health departments as 
part of a national investigation. 

As of (11/25/2019) DPH has identified 42 cases of vaping-associated illness in Georgia, 
including 6 deaths. Other possible cases are being reviewed. [14.3 %] 

Cases range in age from range in age from 14 to 68 years (the median age is 32 
years), and 62% are male. 


Oct 4: Sun L.H. Vaping lung injuries top 1,000 cases as deaths rise to 18.1 
Oct 8: 


Leslie R. Dye, Vaping hazards: what are the danger signs and how can we prepare? - 
October 8, 2019. 


11 Healio Pulmonology, 2019, Sep 6: https:/Awww.healio.com/pulmonology/smoking-and- 
tobacco/news/online/%7Bfb9ba604-3095-42ef-8826-3500fbd0a056% 7D/cdc-5-deaths-more-than-450-cases-of-pulmonary- 
disease-possibly-linked-to-vaping 
The New York Times. 2019, Sep 6: httos:/Avww.nytimes.com/2019/09/06/health/third-death-vaping-related- 

disease. html 

AAFP, 2019, Sep 11: https:/Avww.aafp.org/news/health-of-the-public/2019091 1vapingupdate.html 

14 The Washington Post. 2019, Oct 4: https:/www.washingtonpost.com/health/2019/10/03/vaping-lung-injuries-top-cases-deaths- 
rise/ 


6 


https://www.elsevier.com/connect/vaping-hazards-what-are-the-danger-signs-and-how- 
can-we-prepare 

An Elsevier editor-in-chief and medical toxicologist writes about how to recognize 
dangerous symptoms of vaping complications and recommends resources for clinicians 


Pneumonia Outbreak Reported in Marshall County Schools. — The Intelligencer. 
Wheeling News-Register, Oct 22, 2019. 
https://www.theintelligencer.net/news/top-headlines/2019/10/pneumonia-outbreak- 


reported-in-marshall-county-schools/ 
MOUNDSVILLE — Approximately 50 cases of pneumonia are being reported among 


children in Marshall County Schools, according to officials today. 


How US doctors discovered the vaping illness: ‘This is not infectious. ... | just don’t 
know what this is. - CNBC, Nov 8, 2019; 8:00 AM ESTUpdated Fri, Nov 8 201911:13 AM 
EST 

https://www.cnbc.com/2019/1 1/08/how-doctors-discovered-the-vaping-illness-this-is- 
not-infectious.html 

D’Andrea, Meyer and their colleagues at Children’s would be among the first doctors in 
the nation to uncover and sound the alarm on the vaping lung illness, tentatively being 
called EVALI, short for e-cigarette, or vaping, product use associated lung injury. To date, 
the illness has taken the lives of 39 people and sickened at least 2,051 across 49 states, 
Washington, D.C., and the Virgin Islands. Alaska is the only state that has been spared. 
[1.9%] 


Nov 8: Aubrey A, Kennedy M. CDC Finds Possible Culprit in Outbreak of Vaping- 
Related Lung Injuries." 


Nov 6: 

Notice of Special Interest (NOSI): Availability of Administrative and Revision 
Supplements to Expand Vaping Research and Understand EVALI. - National Institute of 
General Medical Sciences: NOT-HL-19-724 

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-HL-19-724.html 

Release Date: November 06, 2019 

First Available Due Date: November 08, 2019 

Expiration Date: February 28, 2020 

[from January 8, 2020 through March 27, 2020 by 5:00 PM local time] 

Background: 

As of October 29, 2019, 1,888 cases of e-cigarette, or vaping, associated lung injury 
(EVALI) have been reported to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
and 37 deaths [1.96%] have been attributed to this illness. All EVALI patients have a 
history of e-cigarette use or vaping and, while the majority report using 
tetrahydrocannabinol- (THC-) containing vaping products, no specific single product or 
substance has so far been linked to all cases. 

Patients diagnosed with this illness have reported symptoms such as: 

- cough, shortness of breath, or chest pain 

- nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea 

- fatigue, fever, or weight loss 


e Shots; Health News from NPR. Nov 18, 2019: https://www.npr.org/sections/health- 
shots/2019/11/08/777646890/cdc-finds-possible-culprit-in-outbreak-of-vaping-related-lung-injuries 
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Dec 16: Aubrey A. Vaping Nicotine Linked To Increased Risk Of Chronic Lung 
Disease. '° 


Dec 16: Cases of lung disease possibly linked to vaping continue to rise. This teen was 
given a second chance.’ 


Dec 27: Abbott B. What We Know About Vaping-Related Lung Illness. 8 


[Feb 29] 

Lion Shahab, John Britton, Jamie Brown, et al. 

The need for an evidence-based and rational debate on e-cigarettes. 
Correspondence. - 

Lancet, 2020, Feb 29, 395(10225): 688, 

Published:February 29, 2020DOI:https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)301 13-6 

https:/Awww.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIISO140-6736(20)30113-6/fulltext 


4. 2019 Military World Games [October 18-27, 2019] 
The 2019 Military World Games, officially known as the 7th CISM Military World 


Games and commonly known as Wuhan 2019, was held from October 18-27, 2019 in 
Wuhan, Hubei, China. - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2019_Military_World_Games 


Rank Nation Gold = Silver | Bronze Total 


1 W China (CHN? 133 64 42 239 
2 E Russia (RUS) 51 53 57 161 
35 Œ United States (USA) 0 3 5 8 


During the COVID-19 pandemic, conspiracy theories emerged in China which attributed 


the virus' creation to the CIA. 
[China’s rulers see the coronavirus as a chance to tighten their grip. — The Economist, Feb 8, 2020; 
https:/Awww.economist.com/china/2020/02/08/chinas-rulers-see-the-coronavirus-as-a-chance-to-tighten-their-grip] 


Some articles on popular Chinese-language sites suggested that American athletes 
participating in the event deployed SARS-CoV-2, the virus responsible for COVID-19, and 
suggested the source of SARS-CoV-2 to be from the US Army bio-weapons research 


facility at Fort Detrick. 

[As Trump, China trade barbs, a Fort Detrick laboratory finds itself in the middle. - By Heather Mongilio - May 6, 2020; 
https://www.fredericknewspost.com/news/continuing_coverage/coronavirus/as-trump-china-trade-barbs-a-fort-detrick- 
laboratory-finds-itself-in-the-middle/article_fdf4e5a6-82b8-5773-a8cd-a498e00fb5ef. html] 


They say the inattentive attitude and disproportionately below-average results of 
American athletes in the game indicate they might have been in for other purposes and 
they might actually be bio-warfare operatives, and that their place of residence during their 


bg The Washington Post. 2019, Oct 4: https:/Awww.washingtonpost.com/health/2019/10/03/vaping-lung- 
injuries-top-cases-deaths-rise/ 

Shots; Health News from NPR. 2019, Dec 16: https://edition.cnn.com/2019/08/30/health/vaping-lung- 
disease-texas-teen/index.html 
a The Wall Street Journal. 2019, Dec 27: https:/www.wsj.com/articles/what-we-know-about-vaping-related- 
lung-illness-11577466384 
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stay in Wuhan was also close to the Huanan Seafood Wholesale Market, where the virus 
was first identified. (2020-01-30); 

[Why must the People's Liberation Army depend on the epidemic in Wuhan? JTA RNAAR, LE SEM RCZE ? 30.01.20 
https://web. archive. org/web/20200221 185358/http://www.szhgh.com/Article/opinion/zatan/2020-01-30/221836.html ] 
[The IQ appraisal of the circle of friends, the coronavirus is the poison of the US, FAAS RATE, RARE EERE? 
https://web. archive. org/web/20200221 184019/https://military.china.com/retie/37487830.htm!] 


Elodie Clouvel speculated that an illness she and Valentin Belaud experienced may 
have been COVID-19. 
[- Jeux Mondiaux Militaires. « Pas de sens » de dépister les athlètes aujourd’hui, selon l'Armée; May 12, 2020; https://www. ouest- 
france. fr/sport/jeux-mondiaux-militaires-pas-de-sens-de-depister-les-athletes-aujourd-hui-selon-l-armee-6832729] 
- More athletes claim they contracted COVID-19 at Military World Games in Wuhan. - By Michael Houston Sunday, 17 
May 2020; https:/Awww.insidethegames.biz/articles/1094347/world-military-games-illness-covid-19 ; 
- Coronavirus : des sportifs belges ont-ils été contaminés lors des Jeux mondiaux militaires? Le CHU de Liège met a 
l'épreuve cette hypothèse. — May 12, 2020; https:/Awww.rtbf.be/info/societe/detail_coronavirus-des-sportifs-belges-ont-ils- 
ete-contamines-lors-des-jeux-mondiaux-militaires-le-chu-de-liege-met-a-l-epreuve-cette-hypothese?id= 10500036] 


The U.S. Department of Defense Rumor Control Website describes claims that COVID- 
19 outbreaks occurred as a result of U.S. service members visiting China as a myth, 
stating that "senior U.S. Administration officials have repeatedly denounced the Chinese 


government's efforts to deflect responsibility for downplaying the threat early on", "its lack 
of transparency during the early stages" and "being irresponsible and unhelpful with 


combating the pandemic the world is facing today". 
[Coronavirus: Rumor Control. Jan 28, 2021; https://www.defense.gov/Explore/Spotlight/Coronavirus/Rumor-Control/ ] 


Nov 13, 2019 
Pneumonic Plague Is Diagnosed in China. — The New York Times, 


https://Awww.nytimes.com/2019/1 1/13/world/asia/plague-china-pneumonic.html 
Two cases of the fatal and highly infectious illness, which is related to bubonic plague, 


were found in Beijing, prompting fears of an outbreak. 


Apr 15, 2021. 

GT investigates: Getting closer to early COVID-19 cases: Why the joint WHO-China 
report included hypotheses of cold chain and the world Military Games. by Znahg Hui, and 
Xu Keyue, Wuhan ... 

" Editor's Note:... The joint WHO-China report released at the end of March did not provide a definitive 
answer to the origins of the coronavirus, but the report mentioned some of the hypotheses that need more 
investigations, such as cold chain transmission and mass gatherings, specifically the 2019 World Military 
Games which was held in Wuhan in October 2019, about two months before the COVID-19 outbreak in the 
city. Global Times reporters conducted a series of investigations in Wuhan to find out why these hypotheses 
were mentioned and how big these possibilities were. Many unanswered doubts need further global 
investigations, such as tracing the imported food supply chain during the military games. Prominent scientists 
from the joint WHO-China study and Chinese health authority believe that tracking down these hypotheses 
was a process for the world to know possible early circulation of the disease and get closer to possible 
COVID-19 patient zero. 

Some hypotheses of the coronavirus origins written in the joint WHO-China report came as a surprise to 
many, as they were not solidly supported by hard evidence, at least not yet, such as the cold chain 
transmission and mass gathering of the 2019 World Military Games. But scientists from the WHO-China 
virus tracing team believe studying these hypotheses help know the early cases and get closer to 
coronavirus patient zero. 

In the WHO report, transmission through cold chain products is considered a possible pathway, and mass 
gathering such as the military games may facilitate the transmission of respiratory viruses, but further joint 
review of the data on respiratory illness from the on-site clinics at the games is needed, the WHO report said. 

It might be too early to jump to conclusions, however, the possibility that coronavirus was already 
circulated in the months before December at specific mass gatherings, particularly the 2019 World Military 
Games, held from October 18 to 27, 2019 in Wuhan, cannot be ruled out. But where did the possibility come 
from? How big was the possibility? Are there any other possibilities that need further investigations? 


5. New Discoveries and Claims in 2020 and 2021. 


Apr 30, 2020 

Belleville Mayor Has Coronavirus Antibodies; Here's What It Means 

Was Belleville Mayor Michael Melham among the first COVID-19 cases in the United 
States? There's a good chance of it, he says. - Eric Kiefer, Patch Staff 

https://patch.com/new-jersey/belleville/belleville-mayor-has-coronavirus-antibodies- 
heres-what-it-means 


Apr 30, 2021, 

Belleville mayor has coronavirus antibodies, believes he had COVID-19 months 
ago. - Kaitlyn Kanzler. - NorthJersey.com 

https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/essex/belleville/2020/04/30/belleville-nj-mayor- 
tests-positive-coronavirus-antibodies/3057925001/ 


April 30, 2020 

Belleville Mayor Tests Positive for Antibodies of COVID-19. - By Tapinto Newark 

https://www.tapinto.net/towns/newark/sections/coronavirus-news/articles/belleville- 
mayor-tests-positive-for-antibodies-of-covid-19 


Dec 2, 2020 

Xinhua Headlines: Studies find COVID-19 infections worldwide earlier than 
previously identified. 

http://www. xinhuanet.com/english/2020-12/02/c_139558688.htm 

COVID-19 was likely in the United States as early as mid-December 2019, weeks 
before the virus was first identified in China. 

- Growing evidence, such as the detection of the virus genome in waste water samples 
in March 12, 2019 in Spain, shows COVID-19 was circulating outside of China earlier than 
previously thought. 

- Virus source tracing is a serious scientific matter. Being the first to report the virus 
does not mean that the virus had its origin in the Chinese city of Wuhan. 

- Historically, the place where a virus was first reported has not often been that of its 
origin. 

Beijing/Washington, Dec. 2 (Xinhua) — A newly released study by the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) found that COVID-19 was likely in the United 
States as early as mid-December 2019, weeks before the virus was first identified in 
China, boosting evidence suggesting that the coronavirus was spreading around the world 
earlier than previously known. 

COVID-19 infections "may have been present in the U.S. in December 2019," about a 
month earlier than the first case was officially confirmed in the United States, the CDC 
scientists wrote after finding evidence of infection in 106 of 7,389 blood donations from 
residents in nine states across the country, according to a study published Monday online 
in the journal Clinical Infectious Diseases. 


May 26,2021, 

China rebuts US' COVID origin probe push: 'Open Fort Detrick & probe July 2019 
illness’. 

https:/Awww.justdial.com/JdSocial/news/Latest-generic/China-rebuts-US-COVID-origin- 
probe-push-Open-Fort-Detrick-probe-July-2019-illness/1622020231835004?dl=1 


6. China and its Laboratory: 


Weaponizing Medicine: China’s Latest Theft a Potential Biological Weapon. — by 
Christopher Burgess / Aug 15, 2019 

https://news.clearancejobs.com/2019/08/15/weaponizing-medicine-chinas-latest-theft-a- 
potential-biological-weapon/ 

On the heels of finding that the U.S. Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious 
Diseases (USAMRIID) had its level 3 and 4 biological research labs sanctioned by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, we learn that many of those same viruses 
that USAMRIID was researching are on their way to China, courtesy of a Canadian 
laboratory. 

In early July 2019, Xiangguo Qui, a Chinese scientist at the National Microbiology 
Laboratory in Winnipeg, was dismissed and her ties with the University of Manitoba cut. 
What makes this somewhat unusual is that Qui is recognized globally as one of the 
leading researchers on infectious diseases. Furthermore, Qui is credited with being 
instrumental in creating a new drug for treating the Ebola virus. Despite her 
accomplishments, the CBC reports that Qui, her husband Keding Cheng, and her students 
were “forcibly dispatched from the facility on July 5. 

In response to pathogen samples being sent to China, the National Microbiology 
Laboratory spokesperson commented: 

“To advance scientific work worldwide, the National Microbiology Laboratory routinely 
shares samples of pathogens and toxins with partner laboratories in Canada and in other 
countries. These transfers follow strict protocols.” 


Search: 


Respiratory disease, Fort Detric, 
https:/Awww.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=respiratory+disaese%2C +fort+detric%2C 


Respiratory disease, July, 2019, fort detrick, 

https://www.google.com/search?q=respiratory+disease%2C+july%2C+2019%2C+fort+d 
etrick%2C&client=firefox-b- 
d&sxsrf=ALeKkO32anOca6MwCxfWrgEyBGD2aO06xQ%3A1622083460728&source=|Int& 
tbs=cdr%3A1%2Ccd_min%3AJuly+2019%2Ccd_max%3AJuly+2019&tbm= 


2019, Fort Detrick, 

https:/Awww.google.com/search?q=2019,+fort+detrick, &client=firefox-b- 
d&tbs=cdr:1,cd_min:6/1/2019,cd_max:8/31/2019&sxsrf=ALeKk01QI6A_Qy- 
D6n29XbISUopOsFSuBw: 162208897 1785&ei=Cx2vYI- 
8L9Pmz7sPo_ersAw&start=40&sa=N&ved=2ahUKEwjP7dOngOnwAhVT83MBHaP7CsY4 
FBDyOWN6BAgBEDO&biw=1351 &bin=628 


- Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases, USAMRIID, July 15, 2019 
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